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To Advocate the Rights of Persons

with Disabilities in Gaza Strip
through Theatre
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Implemented by Basma Society for Culture & Arts
Funded by Diakonia/NAD
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PEOPLE CHANGING THE WORLD
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Actors of the play i
Studérits from Atfaluria Sodisty for et SRR :::pFloor, AlShorooq Tower, Omar Al. Mokhtar Str., Rimal, Gaza
: . ; Tel: +970 8 2824908 Fax: +970 8 2834677
Ma fhimtoush" Play ~ Website: www.basmaorg.org

Written by: Abdel Fatah Shihadeh = :
Directed by: Nahid Hanouna E-mail: Basma@basmaorg.org

Assistant Director and translator: Su'ad Awad / Muhamad Ghola Facebook: www.facebook.com/basamacrg




Basma Society for Culture and Arts is a Palestinian non-profit
organization, established in 1994, in an aim to develop the Palestinian
cultural movement through offering interactive cultural, educational,
recreational, and psychosocial support to enable Palestinian children,
youth and women, including persons with disabilities in Gaza to
express themselves, as well as to address issues that they face as a

step todiscuss andfind solutions for theseissues.

Basma Society for Culture and Arts provides interactive cultural,
educational, recreational and psychosocial support, as well as other
creative programs and activities (Example: theatrical performances,
video presentations, drama workshops, puppets theatre for children,
training courses and workshops to train actors, as well as cultural
workshops). These activities are directed to all Palestinians living in

Gaza Strip, with aspecial focus on the most marginalized groups.

Disabled individuals are the most marginalized groups in Gaza.
Although national and international organizations: are working
towards improving the services provided to this group, there is still a
need to overcome the obstacles and to raise the awareness of the
decisionmakers and the community regarding theirneeds andrights.

Since Basma Society for culture & arts looks forward for abetter future
for the disabled and for the need to include this group within the
community, it has started working with disabled through the projects
and the activities it is performing. It mainly focuses on using theatre as
a tool to raise awareness among the community especially regarding

the needs and therights of the disabled.

" To raise awareness among the community in Gaza about the rights
and the needs of persons with disability throughout theatre.
" To increase the percentage of participation for individuals with

disabilities as well as theirinclusion within the civil society.

The projectis about preparing a play to advocate the rights of persons
with disabilities as stipulated in the law, selecting actors from persons
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with hearing impairment, train them, produce and perform 8 shows.
Each performance will be followed by a workshop targeting different
individuals out of which disabled are part of it through coordination
with local disability based organizations, Palestinian NGOs, and
cultural centers in Gaza Strip to discuss issues of their rights and to
improve the attitudes of Palestinians in general and leaders in
particular towards the rights and the needs of people with different
kinds of disability. Different shows will be performed in different
governorates of Gaza Strip to cover the cities, the camps and the
villages of this strip in order to lobby the largest number of people who
could be involved in the process of achieving the rights of persons with

disabilitiesinintegration and mainstreaming.

Ideaabout thedrama:

"Ma fhimtoush” is a play which focuses on the rights of persons with
disabilities. It targets both children and youth and is consisted of
different scenes which speaks about 3 brothers who were born with
disabilities and whose rights were lost. They were facing violations and
trying to overcome them to prove that they are capable. The play
highlights the needs of this group; those which they are looking
forward to achieve as well as highlighting the problems which this
groupisfacing.
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